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Nijmegen November 2011,
Dear friends,

By writing this we, the Dutch branch of the International Police Association from district Nijmegen e.o, would like to bring the four days marches of Nijmegen to your attention.

The four days marches of Nijmegen, officially called “the International four days long distance marches of Nijmegen” is an annual event, that starts on the thirth Tuesday of July. The four days marches of Nijmegen is the largest walking sport event in the World, having over 40.000 participants and welcoming over one million visitors during this week of festivities 
Participants of the four days marches can choose (has to do with the age)to take part in the 30, 40 or 50 kilometer  (19, 24 or 30 miles) route, all which will take you through the rural vicinity of Nijmegen
Nijmegen, a city with approximately 165000 inhabitants, is located in the east of the Netherlands, on 20 kilometres (12,5 miles) south of the city of Arnhem. Nijmegen is the oldest city of the Netherlands, established in the roman era over 2000 years ago.
The event is traditionally opened with the flag parade since 1928, to which all participants of the marches are welcomed. Since 1951 this is held in the stadium of Nijmegean football club NEC. 
Participants from all over the World, of which also a lot of police men and women, have turned the marches into a global event. Last year we were able to welcome colleagues from England, Germany, Sweden, Norway, Luxembourgh, Swiss, Denmark and Russia. The IPA district Nijmegen has been hosting a lot of these colleagues thoughout the years.   
These colleagues are being accomodated through mediation by the IPA Nijmegen in sportcenter ‘’de kwel’’ (which translates as ‘’the squalor’’, but don’t takes this literally) in the nearby village of Cuijck . The center currently holds place for a few other walking groups.

The IPA colleagues and IPA Nijmegen traditonally end the four days marches with a Barbecue and a so called national achievement. This means a selection of comfort food and drinks from the originating countries will be presented. 
The entries for the 2012 four days marches start in February. The marches itself will take place from 17th untill the 20th of July. Further info routes of the marches, as well as application forms can be found on the official site, www.4daagse.nl . 

If you are interested in participating, and if you have passed the entering lotery, you can contact IPA Nijmegen with questions about accomodation. Please send an email to Adrie Daniëls, at 4daagse-nijmegen@ipa.nederland.nl .
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